Candidate Profile - City Commission
Form must be completed in full prior to candidate interviews.

Name *
Shandale

Terrell

First Name

Last Name

Office Seeking *
The City of Lakeland Commissioner Southeast District - D.

Do you currently reside in the district? *
Yes

Years lived in Lakeland? *
39

Campaign Address *
Post Office Box 161
Street Address

Street Address Line 2

Lakeland

Florida

City

State / Province

33802
Postal / Zip Code

Campaign Phone Number *
(863) 816-3349
Please enter a valid phone number.
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Campaign Email *
shandale5q@yahoo.com
example@example.com

Campaign Website *
shandaleterrell.com

Party Affiliation *
None Party Affiliation

Education *
* Bachelor of Science Degree from Florida A&M University.
* Master of Science Degree from Nova Southeastern University.
* Doctoral Degree from Nova Southeastern University.

Occupation *
Educator

Employer *
K-12 Polk County Public Schools

Have you attended a Public Leadership Institute/Political Leadership Institute (hosted by a
Chamber of Commerce or Economic Development Council)? *
Yes
No
N/A.

If yes, who hosted the institute?
N/A.

Have you ever run for office before? *
Yes
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a. If yes, what office?
The City of Lakeland Commissioner Southeast District - D.

b. Did you win?
No

3

Describe your civic involvement: *
* Emerge Lakeland
* Focus on Leadership Metro Lakeland Class XI
* Leadership Lakeland Class XXVIII
* Leadership Polk Class XIV

List any Boards on which you serve, including positions of leadership *
* I am the Chairman of the City of Lakeland, Lakeland Police Citizens Advisory
Board.
* I am a member of the City of Lakeland, Gang Task Force Committee.
* I served as a Committee Member for the City of Lakeland, Citizens Advisory
Committee.
* I served as a Committee Member for the City of Lakeland, Citizens Advisory Budget
Committee.
* I served as a Board of Directors for the, City of Lakeland Police Athletic League
(PAL).

Describe your political involvement: *
N/A.
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Why are you running for office? *
I am a relatable person to the citizens. I work in the community and engage in civic
organizations to keep a pulse on community concerns. I am solution-driven in my
response to the concerns to make sure Lakeland is a great place for all citizens to
call home. My service on local: City of Lakeland, Advisory Boards, and Committees
give me a deeper insight into how the city and citizens can collaborate to support
the enhancements and changes in the City of Lakeland.

What do you consider to be the top three (3) issues facing the City (listing in order of importance)? If
elected, when would you plan to address these issues and hope to see them accomplished?

I. *
Affordable Housing for City of Lakeland Citizens; If elected, I would work with the
Housing Department to identify and develop economic opportunities to support grants
to first-time homebuyers with closing costs assistance. In the process, I would like
for first-time homebuyers to participate in bi-monthly seminars that would provide
educational information on Homeownership, budget development, home maintenance, and
upkeep of the home.

II. *
Redevelopment of Downtown Lakeland; If elected, I would support the continuation of
the redevelopment of Downtown Lakeland as a key lever to attracting new residents
and businesses to our city. Effective redevelopment planning and implementation will
help us to reimagine our city and all the possibilities it brings to manage growth
and expansion.
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III. *
Redevelopment of West Downtown Lakeland; If elected, I would push for a refacing of
West Downtown Lakeland, to address the deterioration and neglect that has plagued
the area for years. The city needs to redevelop and enhance the area to ensure
equity in resources is consistent throughout the downtown area for all citizens and
businesses.

a. Other:
N/A.

During an economic downturn, how should the Lakeland City Commission handle increasing and
decreasing City tax revenues caused by the normal economic cycle? You may check more than
one choice. Depending on your choice/choices, please state what you would cut and what you
would increase. *
✔

Cut Spending

✔

Increase ad valorem taxes

✔

Increase fees for services

✔

Other

Depending on your choice/choices above, please state what you would cut and what you would
increase.
I would not cut or increase any taxes or fees. Currently living in a pandemic, I
don't believe it is in the best interest of the city to increase taxes or fees, nor
to cut spending. We should work from a place of stability in the budget.

6

What do you believe are the main issues facing Lakeland’s downtown urban core? *
Redevelopment of the urban core to address urban blight and deterioration of the
landscape and infrastructure. Additionally, ensuring that the water drains and sewer
systems are fully functional and operational to adequately clear water during severe
and inclement weather.

What is your opinion on government providing incentives to businesses? *
I believe the government should provide incentives to businesses to support the
economic development of the local areas. Also, the incentives should support
businesses in attracting a talented workforce and invest capital in local property
and land spaces. The incentives allow the business to focus on profit and while also
supporting the local tax revenue.

How can the City of Lakeland help attract and retain a vibrant and talented workforce? *
The City of Lakeland can help attract, retain a vibrant and talented workforce by
ensuring the redevelopment of the area that supports and encourages a creative and
innovative workforce, to be active stakeholders in the city. Create opportunities to
engage the workforce in the city growth. Continually support the diversity of the
workforce by ensuring the city has opportunities available to all members of the
workforce.

*This document will be published on the BusinessVoice Inc. website for public disclosure.

How are some ways government can encourage and support entrepreneurship? *
A key way for the government to encourage and support entrepreneurship is developing
and implementing a Business Incubator. The incubator would allow for business owners
to network with one another and other city entities, provide access to needed
resources and office spaces, as well as a great space for industry leaders to
support and mentor entrepreneurs on their journey. The incubator would allow for
entrepreneurs to see first-hand and experience the local government's commitment and
investment in seeing them as successful stakeholders and economic partners to the
city. The City of Lakeland has this resource at The Catapult in the City of
Lakeland, Florida..
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